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7 Govt urged to
own women’s
crisis centres

By Our Staff Reporter

LAHORE, June 22: The said that 14,429 women victims

Punjab government should
OWT WOmen’s crisis centres for
the sake of women vicrims, of

'\-ll‘-

‘i',_‘:‘lem'ir 3 ine
ead ok tlpsing Wi

r_hese centres, the Punjab gov-
ernment  should  enhance
their capacity so that women
belonging to farflung areas
should get all types of help at
district level” Justice Nasira
TJavaid Igbal (retived) sald at a
news conference arranged by
the Aurat Foundation (AF)
here on Wednesday.

=i sum of Rs13 billion kas
been proposed for women de-
velopment in the budger for
next fiscal, therefore the gov-
ernment should spare some
amount for these centres out
of it. Darnil Aman is not a sub-
stitute of crisis centre be-
cause the nature of work of
both institutions is different,
The crisis centres should have
their own identity,” said Ms
Ighal, who was flanked by
MPAs Sajida Mir and Riffat
gnltana Dar (PPP), Shamila
Aslam (PML-N) and Amina
Ugat (PML-Q):

Quoting an AF report, she
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of violence received temporary
shelter, health mreatment and
legal aid through these centres.

In ‘r’xhan,._SahmnaL.ﬂnﬂ
Khushab thgipiots. 418 wom-
en were benefited through mi-
erofinance  schemes  while
hundreds other were able to
resume their normal family
life through covnselling.

Former chairperson of & cri-
sis centre Mafisa Sikandar,
AF's Nasreen Zehra, Shamaila
Tanvir and Mumtaz Mughal
said these centres played a
key role in rehabilitating and
providing security 1o women
victims of violence.

These crisis CEnires were
established during the tenure
of PML-N government in 1995
to provide security, health
treatment, legal aid and coun-
selling to women victims of vi-
olence free of charge.

The services of these cen-
tres were extended o 12 dis-
tricts Vehari, Sialkot,
Muzafiargarh, Ehushab,
Sahiwal, Mulzan, Dera Ghazi
Khan, Faisalabad, Bahawalpur,
Mianwali, Rawalpindi and
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Lahore — in phases. /
.



